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Ashley Quinn Hagen: Hi. Good afternoon, today's December 5th, 2015.  My name is 

Ashley Quinn Hagen.  I'll be interviewing Dr. Ron Hutton in the Smith Library at High 

Point University for the William Penn Project. Hi, Dr Hutton, thank you so much for 

allowing me to interview you for this project. How are you doing today?.    
 

Dr. Ron Hutton: I'm doing great, thank you.         
 

AQH: Awesome, I’m just going to start off with a couple questions and if you think of 

anything or go into anything, that’s fine too.  Can you start by telling me a little bit about 

when you were young, where you were born and grew up?           
 

RH: I was born in High Point, North Carolina, I grew up in the county, which was 

outside of the city limits.  The area that I grew up in is actually a part of the city now.  So 

I went to what was called a county school at that time.  We had county and city schools 

and didn't have, actually I'm not sure if that still exists in Guilford County, but in Forsyth 

County it’s all one system.  I went to a county school, which was a grade school, and of 

course during that time schools were segregated, and there was only one county school 

for black students, which was called Florence Elementary, which was the school that I 

went to, and then I went to a junior high school at high point which was called Griffin 

School, and then of course high school was William Penn High School. But I grew up in 

High Point, I was born in 1949 and I finished the school systems in High Point in 1967. 

Any other information, just about home life or?        

 

AQH: Yeah. What are you best childhood memories, anything meaningful to you?            
 

RH: My best childhood memories is just I guess the camaraderie of all of the students in 

high school and junior high. Growing up in High Point, the majority of our families 

worked in the furniture factories, in the furniture industry But my Dad was a brick 

mason, he was a mason contractor, so I had the opportunity to do a lot of different things, 

such as I learned to lay bricks when I was 13 and 14 years old, because every summer my 

brother and I had to work with my dad and help him.  I enjoy coming back to High Point 

when I think about those things, ‘cause there were a number of buildings and one historic 

site that my father built.     
 

AQH: Which one is that?            
 

RH: Well, he built three office buildings. The buildings still exist, they’re not doctor’s 

offices anymore. Dr. Otis Tillman in High Point on Gordon St, my father built that office 

building it's still there, and there was a Dr. Perry Little on Washington Street the office is 

still there, I think his son is a dentist in that office now, so I helped build that office.  

There was an office right next to it for a Dr. Martin, which is on Washington Street, and 



my father built that building, and actually I have pictures of it being built and we did that 

so, it’s good memories to come back, it reminds me of my father. My father died in 1999. 

 

AQH: I’m sorry. 

 

RH: And so it's good to come back and see those types of things.  And he also built a 

large, it was called a smokestack for a factory which is close to Main Street which still 

exists and I can't think of the name of it now. Because every time we come in, we see this 

large smokestack.  So those kinds of things sort of remind me, I mean I enjoy coming 

back to High Point because they remind me of my childhood, working there and then the 

fact that there is something that my dad built that still exists.  

 

AQH: That’s so cool.   

 

RH: So as a result of learning to lay bricks and do that kind of thing, that helped me work 

my way through college laying bricks. So all of those things helped out an awful lot.  But 

growing up in High Point was really great. The community itself, and especially the 

community around William Penn, was extremely close.  We did a lot of things together. 

There were a lot of clubs and organization for the students and et cetera, and those are the 

things that I remember most about it. What a lot people don't realize, is that during that 

time that I grew up there was a big difference between the students that lived outside of 

the city and the students that lived in the city because the schools were different. So once 

we had an opportunity to come into the city and attend the schools and meet the 

individuals there, I mean it was really great. High point, like any other city, had its 

problems, but there were not very many.  Because all of my memories are basically good 

of High Point. You grew up in a time of segregation, but we didn't really notice it an 

awful lot because I guess everyone still got along. So it's just neat to see High Point the 

way that it is today.  It’s just such a big difference.          
 

AQH: Did anyone combining into the city kind of mesh well or were there like cliques 

and groups?         
 

RH: Everybody meshed well, there were not any real cliques during that time.  Because 

of course we didn't really have any gangs during that time and that was the big thing. 

Drugs was not a big problem during that time because you know that was in the late 

fifties, early sixties, I grew up basically in the sixties in High Point.  And so there was a 

not a big issue with drugs and there was not a big issue with crime. From what I read, or 

living close by, there seems to be a fair amount of crime in High Point, and all of it seems 

centered around [unclear] but when I grew up there was not a lot of crime in High Point 

growing up. You know my father passed in 1999 and he never ever took his keys out of 

his car. And when I was growing up we never locked our doors at night. My parents 

began locking their doors after my brother and sister and I moved away to school, but 

other than that we never locked our doors at night.  So when I say crime, there was no 

crime. From that point you never thought about it. Uou never had to worry about those 

kind of things and my dad used to always say " while if took my keys out of the car I 

wouldn't be able to find them anyway."  So he always left his keys in his car and never 



ever had an issue. You wouldn’t think about doing that today but…          
 

AQH: My little town was like that, but we moved from a town that wasn't, so me and my 

brother and were like oh whatever, wallet on the front seat.         
 

RH: You never worried about those kinds of things, and it’s so different now.  It would 

be so nice if we could get back to that. I actually have a home on a little island, where 

there are no cars, you don’t have to worry about locking your car, your door, or doing 

anything there but it's rare that you find things like that.         
 

AQH: You say you have a place? Where is that?     
 

RH: It's a place called Ball Head Island, North Carolina, it’s out from the city of 

Southport, which is about 30-40 miles from Wilmington, and there are no cars on the 

island. We get around using golf carts, but you know we never think about locking our 

doors because there is no crime. And it’s great being able to do that and that’s how it was 

coming up so that’s what made it great.     
 

AQH: I know you said you worked during the summers. Did you have to work during 

the school year?      
 

RH: Yes, during the school year, well not when I was in high school.  But when I was in 

high school I worked during the summers with my dad and that’s how I learned to lay 

bricks. But of course when I was in undergraduate, I worked during the school year with 

a contractor laying bricks during the weekends and some evenings. ‘Cause I went to 

school in Hampton, Virginia, and there was a lot of construction going on during that 

time.  So what my dad taught me helped me out a lot because during that time, learning to 

lay bricks, you made very good money laying bricks especially when you were in school.  

And then when I graduated from college, I went to dental school.  I was in Washington 

DC, which is a different kind of city.  But I worked the whole time there as a medical 

technician while I was in dental school the first two years because of my degree as an 

undergraduate. So I worked pretty much all my life, and then of course I finished dental 

school, I went into the army.  I did my residency in the army before moving back to 

North Carolina.   

 

AQH: What did you do in the army?   

 

RH: I was a dentist in the army. I did a general practice residency in the army before 

moving back to North Carolina.  And then after I came off active duty, after three years I 

moved back to North Carolina stayed in the Army Reserves. So I retired out of the army 

reserves about 7 or 8 years ago. I had 27 years in the Army Reserves, in the Army. 

 

AQH: And you still work now?  

 

RH: Still work now, still practices now, still practice 4 days a week.  

 



AQH: Did you do after school activities while you were in school, during your school 

year?  

 

RH: During there school year, in High Point, when I was going to high school? Yes. 

There were a lot of activities sponsored by the YMCA in High Point. The Carl Chavis 

YMCA had a lot of activities, and there were a lot of activities associated with the school. 

I was in the school band.  

 

AQH:  I heard things about the school band.  

 

RH: The William Penn band was well known. It was one of the few bands that played all 

over the state. They were invited to play in the Christmas parade, ‘cause the big thing at 

the time was Christmas parades, that's what the high school bands did. The band at 

William Penn was known for its- how can I say it?-  showmanship, I guess you could say. 

So they were invited to play at parades all around the surrounding area. So I played in the 

band. 

 

AQH: What did you play in the band?  

 

RH: I played saxophone in the band. I was in the National Honor Society. We had a lot 

of functions. I was in what’s called, I’m trying to think of the name of the club, it was 

like a history club. I’ll think of the name of it in a minute, but the club that we were in, 

we had a chance to visit landmarks and cities around, and the reason why I ended up 

going to undergraduate school in Hampton was because this particular club took us on a 

tour of Colonial Williamsburg. And I had a chance to visit the undergraduate school 

which I went to, which was called Hampton Institute at the time, now it’s Hampton 

University, and as part of that tour because we did the tour of Colonial Williamsburg 

learning about colonial times, and that’s how I developed an interest in going to the 

undergraduate school that I went to. Was because of this particular club that I was in, The 

Humanities Club was what it was called. 

 

AQH:  Was that through the school or through the Y? 

 

RH:  Through the school, the high school. 

 

AQH: That sounds like a really fun club. 

  

RH: And that was a fun club so we got to see a lot of things so it was an opportunity to 

do those kind of things that was my chance really to see visit my first college campus 

outside the state of NC. And the other activities, we had softball teams, baseball teams, I 

played on a  we called it pony league baseball team which was outside of school; I did 

that during baseball season. And I am trying to think of what other activities, there were a 

lot of different activities that I did: band...baseball. That was fun...we had a lot of 

activities and all of the teachers in our school always had little activities going on, there 

were always functions tours and things like that they really kept us busy. 

 



 

AQH: Do you have an example of something your teachers might put together? 

 

RH: I'm just trying to think, not right off but I will try to think of something in a minute’, 

cause there was so much be the focus was to keep us busy. But you know most of the 

things at school were centered around the athletics: the basketball team, the football team, 

we had a tennis team my sister played on, and we had a track team. And I don’t know if 

people know it but the William Penn track team waste of the top track teams in the state 

of North Carolina for the all-black schools.  And they were well known throughout the 

state, and even today-- I live in Winston Salem which is 35 miles away, but some of my 

patients because I have been in practice there for 37 yrs. some of the patients I have are 

patients that played for the rival high school and the first thing they'll ask me, I tell them I 

went to William Penn and they'll say but did you run track and I tell them "No, I didn't 

run track" and they'll say “because I know that track team was the best in the state." So 

they were very known for those kind of things so it’s amazing now 40 or 50 years later 

you run across people who remember that and who ask about those kinds of things.  

 

AQH: Other than, I know you said it impacted you because you got to see the college 

campus, was there any other ways you felt William Penn impacted you academically or 

socially? 

 

RH:  Yes. Academically, you don’t see this today, but all the teachers they had were 

nurturing teachers. They made sure you got your work done. At that time, if you didn't do 

certain things they would let your parents know. But you could tell that they really care 

about you. We had what was called school patrols, and that was another thing I was on 

school patrol, and the school patrols would monitor the halls when kids change classes to 

make sure they were disciplined in the classes. And the teachers would always, there was 

always one teacher assigned to monitor the halls with the students when we changed 

classes, and so it was just the discipline from the teachers. Not allowing you to chew 

gum, to eat in class, to drink anything in class, but to pay attention and be in class. I mean 

that instilled discipline in me and that was throughout the entire school 

 

AQH: What kind of discipline was it if you got in trouble? 

 

RH:  If you got in trouble, number one you had to stay after school and you had certain 

chores you had to do to assist a teacher or do things like that. And that was the biggest 

thing. Of course, a few kids really did something bad like break something and not tell 

anyone or get in a get in to a fight with another student they were actually expelled, but 

we didn't have very many students that were expelled. Usually you had to stay after 

school or you had to assist in the gym with cleanup, or do certain things.  There were 

duties you were assigned or had to do, you had to stay in the library and do certain things. 

Those kind of things that you had to do, because I remember one time for talking in class 

if they had to remind you more than twice for talking in class you'd have to stay after 

school and then you would have to work in the library sometimes you had to do a little 

paper or do something to make up for that. So that discipline I thought was great  

 



AQH: So you felt like it was fair? 

 

RH: It was fair, it was definitely fair.  We didn't feel like it was fair at the time. 

(Laughter) but I look back and it was definitely fair. 

 

AQH:  How did you get to school and back home usually? 

 

RH: I rode a school bus... I lived further out, and we had a school bus that brought us 

back and forth until junior year when I got my license I was able to drive back and forth 

to school my junior and senior year, and actually my sophomore year at William Penn, I 

take that back my freshman year which was at griffin my brother used to drive and 

sometimes I would ride with him   but mainly the bus until the 11th grade.  

 

AQH:  Oh, OK. Did you have your own carrier did you have to all share? 

 

RH: We shared a car, I shared with my sister and my sister was a year older. So we 

shared a car  

 

AQH: so you had one  

 

RH: Actually I have two sisters and one brother, I have an older sister that’s eight years 

older, my brother is 3 years older and my sister is a year and a half older. So the sister 

that was a year and a half we were sort of close and went to school together.  And when I 

got to William Penn, my brother had just graduated so I was only there with my sister. So 

there were two boys and two girls, and I’m the baby.   

 

AQH: Did you get treated like the baby, were you spoiled? 

 

RH: Sometimes (laughter). I think so, but I was spoiled there’s no question about that.  

 

AQH: Did they all go to school too after?  

 

RH: Yeah, all of 'em. All of my brothers and sisters were college graduates. We all went 

to four different colleges, and my oldest sister went to Morgan State, another sister 

graduated from Howard University in Washington DC, and my brother who is three years 

older graduated from North Carolina A&T in Greensboro. All four of us did, and that was 

something instilled us with school, our parents too of course had a lot to do with that, but 

the school too,  

Because there were no way we all would have all gone if it hadn't been from the 

influence from the high school. I look back on it now and my daughter, I tell my 

daughter, she graduated from high school back in 2005 and there is a big difference then 

and telling her how it was for us when we graduated from high school, and how they 

made sure we were prepared to go on and my daughter, said I instilled some of the same 

things in her I, she just recently graduated from law school she is in a graduate law 

program I instilled those kind of things in her to make her want to continue and do those 

kind of things, so it made me feel good  



 

AQH: I know you said your father, he worked. Did your mom work too?  

 

RH: No my mom did not work my mom was a house wife, she never worked.  

 

AQH: What did your family like to do in their free time together? 

 

RH: We used to love to go to the beach, that was a major thing. I mean every summer we 

went to the beach, and we’d go once during right before Christmas. Otherwise, everyone 

in our family likes to bowl, we were all bowlers we loved to bowl we bowled in bowling 

leagues we did those kind of things. And the other times just maybe doing family 

reunions and those kind of things, but bowling was a big activity we did together as a 

family of course will all went to church together but bowling.  

 

AQH: Did you have a lot of family nearby for the family reunions or was that a lot of 

travel? 

 

RH: Yes my father grew up in Guilford College area in Greensboro and my mother of 

course grew up in High Point so we have a lot of family and I still have a lot of cousins, a 

lot of family, in High Point and the street that I grew up on, I had cousins that lived right 

across the street and cousins that lived right up the street and family, so we were all fairly 

close together, the majority of our family was right here in the area.  

 

AQH: How did you guys celebrate Christmas, Thanksgiving, and holidays? 

 

 

RH: Typically the same way people celebrate it now. As a family we would gather and 

have a Christmas party we had dinner. Thanksgiving we all met at either my parents 

house, or usually at my grandparents house, the one over at Guilford college for 

Thanksgiving. My mother’s parents died early, they died when I was eight or nine years 

old so I don't remember very much about them, but that’s the kind of things that we did. 

We gathered at the homes, usually for dinners  

 

AQH: Did you get out of cooking? Did you get to watch football instead? 

 

RH: No, actually we didn't think about playing football, we thought about playing around 

outside. Actually, during that time they didn't have too many football games on 

Thanksgiving. We just didn't really watch TV because there were a lot of other activities. 

Back during those years, yeah. 

 

AQH: What was your parents’ educational backgrounds? 

 

RH: Both my parents were high school graduates, when I say high school my mother 

when she graduated high school, high schools only went to the eleventh grade.  Both of 

them graduated, high school graduates in North Carolina, and my dad went to a trade 

school for a year or a year and a half to learn to lay brick. His dad was a brick mason too, 



but he went to a trade school to learn do that afterwards, and that was actually at A&T 

they had a college trade program, basically a graduate degree equivalent, and he did that 

program. 

 

AQH: Did they ever mention a difference in the way they were educated versus how you 

were educated in high school? 

 

 

RH: Other than to say that they wanted to make sure that we went on further with our 

education, but they never did really mention that. My mother when she was in grade 

school there was a period of time that they were out of school to work in the fields 

because her parents were farmers and they worked in the fields but they actually closed 

school for them to do that I guess they did that all over the state from what I understand.  

The big crop was tobacco right around here, and a lot of families made lot of money 

growing tobacco. So what the schools would do is close so that the, kids could help pick 

the tobacco during that time for a couple weeks and I'm not sure how long but she used to 

tell me bout that that’s what they did during that time. But what was the question? I got 

off on that. 

 

 

AQH: What was your inspiration in high school, or did you have goals during high 

school? Did you know what you wanted to be? 

 

Dr. Ron Hutton: I knew what I wanted to be because of my family dentist.  When I was 

growing up, like a lot of other kids, I was scared to death of the dentist. I was scared to 

death and they had to really drag me and that was one of the most difficult things for me 

was doing that, and I started seeing a dentist called Dr. Perry Little he was right on 

Washington Street, the office that my dad built by the way. And he got me to the point 

that I really wasn't fearful anymore. I really admired him as a person and all this 

happened during junior high and high I decided that that’s what I wanted to do and that’s 

true I really wanted to be a dentist because I admired him so much and he did such a 

good job at making me feel comfortable. And I said that’s what I wanted to do is do the 

same thing, so that was a big influence on me. Because I told him about it later in life 

after I graduated from dental school I would come back and I would see him, and I told 

him the reason I wanted to go was because of him because of his influence. And getting 

out there laying brick I knew I didn't want to that anymore (laughter), it’s too hot in the 

summer, too hot and sweaty. So it really wasn't from the school other than from my 

dentist. But you know he was so influential in the neighborhood, he always volunteered 

with the school he would do things he was a member and you didn't have many, he was a 

black dentist, and you didn't have that many blacks that were involved in things but he 

was on the school board in the High Point City School Board, so he was involved in a lot 

of things that were going on in High Point That’s another reason I really admired him, 

because of those kinds of things, but he was very active with the school, with William 

Penn and students could come into his office and do things, and I just remember those 

things from all those years past. There were a lot of things like that influenced me and 

made me want to do those kinds of things. So that was the big influence on me. I think 



the ethics of learning to study and focus in those days came from school, and high school, 

came from William Penn  

 

AQH: So he gave you the inspiration and they gave you the ability and instruction? 

 

RH: Exactly, I know that’s really what really molded me, and my brother and sisters all 

said the same thing, they're all very successful, and we knew it was because of our 

background here, and you asked about our parents and our education. Our parents were 

determined that they wanted us to have more education than they did. My father, for four 

of us to go through college that’s a lot of effort, and money and everything else but they 

were determined that we did that so 

 

AQH: What was important to people in the community? 

 

 

RH: I think the most important thing was just helping each other out that was a big thing. 

Because in our community anything that was going on we helped each other out. To give 

you an example we raised hogs and meat so all the people in the community would help 

my dad when they what they called slaughter the hogs, but what he did in turn he always 

gave people food and meat. I think it’s just the camaraderie and the friendship that was 

the most important thing in the community I grew up in.  

 

AQH: So it was a community in every sense of the word and not just the location?  

 

RH: Not just the location, it was everything. Everyone’s parents in the community, if you 

did something wrong they would know and let your parents know.  And so the 

community was totally different, and something else that was totally different during that 

time and why the community was so close was that during that time the telephone 

systems we had what’s called a party line, and everyone had a part in that. We had a party 

line when I was growing up, so there were 8 different people in my community on that 

line. You couldn't get on the phone and sneak off and shut the door because people could 

pick up and listen to you. As a matter of fact, my oldest sister got in trouble because some 

boy had called her and one of my neighbors said I heard her talking to this boy on the 

telephone (laughter) it was so funny she was just talking to this boy. But anyway, so the 

community was really close because of that because instead of everyone in your house 

being on the same phone line it was everyone in your community. And we didn't realize 

until later how effective that was in bringing us together. You always have to laugh at 

those types of things. Can you imagine today. (Laughter). So that’s what we had during 

that time so as a community those were the kind of things, like I said there were things 

associated with the school I'm trying to think of some of them now you know they had all 

sorts of little functions, they had little debutante balls for the young ladies 

 

AQH: Could the boys go too? 

 

RH: Mm-hhm, the boys go too, we had to be escorts, so we escorted to different little 

balls and et cetera. And so there were a lot of things like that and these are sponsored by 



sororities from the schools and some of the teachers in the school But the big social thing 

that brought people together within the community was the sports: the football teams, the 

basketball teams, the track teams there wasn’t really a debate team but some of the little 

societies and those are the things that would bring the every one together because 

everything within the community was centered around the school And that’s why there’s 

such history with those schools  because everything was centered around the school  

instead of outside with other activities. 

 

AQH: You said that your teachers would speak with your parents if you were in trouble, 

or if you needed extra work somewhere. Was there anything else that the families and 

schools worked together with?  

 

RH: Not that I can think of. I'm sure there are other things, I just can't think of them right 

off, but I never really got in trouble (laughter,). No but seriously they would do that, they 

were very close with your parents.  The PTAs are totally different now than they were 

back then. The PTAs, the parents respected the teachers and the systems. You don't see as 

much of that today when it comes to the PTA systems. And they listened to the teachers 

and what the teachers had to say and that was the law and the parents went back and they 

followed those type of things. Today I see, I'm on a lot of boards I've seen a lot of things 

that happen and the PTAs are not exactly the same. It’s a little different and more 

harshness [toward] teachers, it’s much more difficult for teachers today than it was at that 

time. I don't know how teachers can do it to be honest with you, it’s shocking and it’s 

unbelievable what some of the parents do, and parents wouldn't…you never had any 

issues like that when I was in school. Parents would never ever yell because like I said 

there was just such a respect for the teachers. Like I said I just don't know how teachers 

do it. It’s just such an important job, it just takes a special person to do that because they 

do such a great job and they don't get rewarded for what they do. So that’s a big 

difference today  

 

AQH: What was something you liked the most about your school or something that you 

didn't like? 

 

RH: What I didn't like was the, it was the best thing for us, was the restrictions on being 

out in the hall and the patrols and things like that. But I realize now that was the best 

thing for us at the time, but at the time I didn't like it. The thing I liked most about it were 

just all the different activities, because those were the only activities you had a chance to 

participate in, not the only ones but the majority of them were with school, so I think the 

activities were what I liked most about it. That’s pretty much, and the friends you 

develop new friends so that was probably the biggest. 

 

AQH: What did you look forward to all day? Seeing your friends, or a certain class? 

 

RH: Mainly I looked forward to the camaraderie with your friends, but some of the 

classes too because all of the classes were very interesting to me that we were doing at 

that time, especially like I said the humanities class we had a lot of things during that 

time and you could only take humanities during your junior and senior years and I think 



we looked forward to it because we did, we had the opportunity to travel throughout the 

state and see things and do those kind of things so I would look forward to that because 

what you may not be aware of a lot of us didn't have chance to travel outside of the city 

unless it was with the school, so the school always had field trips and et cetera so that’s 

another thing that made a tremendous difference. I had an opportunity to do it growing 

up, but a number of students never had the opportunity other than on field trips so those 

were things you looked forward to.  

 

AQH: What sort of tools, or equipment or technology did your school have available? 

Like books and things like that? 

 

RH: The books were fairly adequate but we didn't have enough books in the library, I 

don't know if you know but during that time books in the county schools were supplied 

by the county (I’m assuming it was the same thing in the city at that time), because it was 

a predominantly black school we didn't get new books. We got second hand books and 

they were the same books but we were late getting the new versions, new editions during 

that time.  That was something that we were lacking, so we did book drives during that 

time and buy books for the library and just for the students to have. If there was a 

disappointing thing with the school system, that was the disappointing thing because we 

always got the used, hand-me-down books because you didn't buy your books you were 

assigned books each year, you had to sign for your books and of course if you lost them 

you had to pay for them. 

 

AQH: Did you take your books home or have to leave them in class? 

 

RH: You’d bring them home, ‘cause you had assignments at home, you could bring them 

home but like I said they were always the used books, the older books. Every once in a 

while we would get new books but rarely, and I think that’s something a lot of people 

don't realize or understand that if there was a newer addition you were learning from an 

older edition during that time. I had forgotten about that point until you mentioned that.  

 

AQH: Did it change the education you were getting being that your lesson was based on 

the older edition, or did they just accommodate?  

 

RH: They accommodated. Usually it was something small in the new edition. It wasn't 

enough that it had a big effect, you just didn't have the up-to-date, latest things.... instead 

of having a smart phone and you had one of the old cell phones in comparison, you can 

still use it make calls. (Laughter) But that was probably one of the things that you really 

disliked about it. Some of the equipment that we had in the lab, especially the chemistry 

lab, wasn't as up to date as it could have been, but that’s only because of funding, that 

was the best they could do as far as those kind of things. But as far as the facility itself, as 

far as we were concerned the facility was adequate, it was nice, because we didn't know 

anything different. And the school itself was nice and William Penn, the auditorium, 

which is still there today, was such a great…we all looked forward to going to the 

auditorium, that’s something else we looked forward to. We had a lot of plays  

 



AQH: Were you in them?  

 

RH: I was in a couple plays,  

 

AQH: Do you remember which ones? 

 

RH: I don't right now, I was in a couple plays, so there was always those types of things 

going on in the auditorium. We always had meetings in the auditorium. So we did have 

plays, and some of the churches would help raise money for certain things for the school 

also. Because the funding was an issue, being that it was a predominantly black school, 

funding was an issue. And to give you another example of camaraderie in the school 

coming together, my junior year or sophomore year we realized we needed new band 

uniforms, and the entire community came together for William Penn. We had fish fry 

fundraisers to raise money for new uniforms because that was the only way we could get 

new band uniforms. We couldn’t get them from the city or anyone else. We had to raise 

money, and we had great fundraisers and we got all new band uniforms. There was one 

thing that my father did, he made a significant contribution towards it because he thought 

it was important to do that, and some of the doctors did the same thing, made significant 

contributions just so that we had new band uniforms. So there were a lot of little things 

like fish fries, barbeques, just to raise money for band uniforms. So those were some 

exciting times because it was exciting for us going out and doing those sort of things to 

raise money  

 

AQH: I'm sure that made you feel great when you wore them after working so hard. 

 

RH: Yeah, it did, so was another great thing.  

 

AQH: Who created the policy, the funding, and the rules for your school? 

 

RH: Most of them were done between the school board and the school administration. 

Some of them were done by our principal we had a great principal, Samuel Buford, but 

there were other things that were passed down from the school board and from the school 

administration.  

 

AQH: What was the best thing that ever happened while you were in high school, or 

your best memory?  

 

RH: Let’s see, a lot of good memories. What was the best memory? Graduation… I can't 

think of any other now, I loved school but I think probably my best memory was going to 

graduation.  Can’t think if there’s anything else. I remember one year we won the 

championship, the district or state champion in one of the sports, it was a good time. But 

probably my best memory was preparing for graduation  

 

AQH: OK, Did you feel like there was a lot of discrimination within the High Point 

community within your education and how did you respond to that personally? 

 



RH: Yeah. You mean as far as the school?  Yes there was a fair amount, but like I said I 

think as a community, at least while I was there, we were just more determined to not let 

that affect us. But there was a fair amount of it. Like I said, getting funding for books or 

for things that we needed in school was very difficult for us to get, where some of the 

other schools did get those kind of things.  

 

AQH: Did you feel like when you did fundraisers such as fish fries that people outside of 

the community of your school went to any of them, or were they just students and 

families?. 

 

RH: Yes, some of the people from outside did. We had some participants from the 

outside.  

 

AQH: What moment or how old were you when you realized there was discrimination in 

your community, or that you didn't have the same things as other schools or students?  

 

RH: Probably from the time that I was 8 or 9 years old, and how that really  became 

prominent was going to the theater,to the movies, that’s the sort of thing you start doing 

6, 7, 8 years old, and when we went to the theatre in High Point up until l  was 6.7.8 there 

was one theatre that showed movies, but all of the the theatre were segregated, so when 

you went to a theater you had to go up to a balcony, and only the blacks had to go to the 

balconies, and if the balconies were full then you couldn't watch movies. That’s when 

You know how influential or significant it is just going to the movies, so the only way we 

could see a movie, and the one black theatre we had at High Point was the Ritz Theatre 

and they didn't have a lot of up-to-date movies, there movies were from a year or two 

past. They couldn't get the up to date movies. There were two movie theaters in High 

Point, I’ll never forget, there was one on Centennial called the Paramount Theatre and I 

can't thing of the other one that was on Main Street, but they (especially the Paramount, 

that’s the one we used to go to all the time) had balconies you had to go up in the balcony 

to watch the theatre. During that time, 6, 7 years of age. that’s when you begin to realize 

the difference because your like " Why do we have to go up here?” I know we used to ask 

that, or if it was full you couldn't go up to see the movies so that was the real eye opener 

for me as a kid  

 

 

AQH: Did you get involved in any civil rights, or did your parents? 

 

RH: Yeah, my parents were involved. During that time, my high school years, there were 

a lot of marches going on in High Point trying to improve things, and my parents were 

involved. We all marched for change. I’m just trying to remember all the things that were 

going on, but I was involved during that time 

 

AQH: Were you involved in specific political organizations, or just activities? 

 

RH: Just the marches and those kinds of things, and when I say we had a sit-in in High 

Point in the downtown department stores, the sit-ins, those started during that period of 



time and the very first one was in Greensboro. by some students at A&T, and that was 

my sister’s class, and those same students,  we started doing the same thing because it 

went from Greensboro to High Point to Winston, and then it started spreading all over the 

state and than nationwide. So early on, we had them on Main Street, ‘cause there was a 

store called S and H Kress, and you couldn't eat at the counter or do the same things 

there. Just like the Woolworths in Greensboro, we had a Woolworths in High Point, and 

so I did participate in some of those things at the time in the 60s.   

 

AQH: Did you hear about a lot of the information news-wise through papers, or word of 

mouth or your family? 

 

RH: Usually through word of mouth and TV, because we didn't have computers at the 

time.  

 

AQH: No Facebook? (laughter) 

 

RH: No Facebook. (laughter) Nothing like that, no cell phones.  

 

AQH: What did you feel that you were prevented from doing other than the movie 

theatre? 

 

RH: There were a lot of social activities we couldn't participate in. There were certain 

types of tournaments or things you couldn't participate in sports-wise. And the restaurants 

in general, there were certain restaurants you could not go to. The first McDonald’s was 

on Main Street on the corner, there is still a McDonalds right there, it was the very first 

one in High Point. And when that first opened blacks couldn't go through the McDonalds. 

and that’s the way it was during that time. So early on that was a big thing, and you know 

everyone loves to go to fast food in high school, so we couldn’t go to those fast-food 

restaurants. There was a restaurant on South Main called Burger Chef which was a fast 

food restaurant and eventually became Burger King, and when they opened they allowed 

you to go. You sat in your car and you ordered, they didn't have drive-thrus. They had a 

place called Zesto's on Main Street and you couldn't do it. So those things really affected 

you, I think, not being able to do that. There was a barbeque place in High Point called 

Kepley’s Bar-B-Q and they would serve blacks, but you had to go to a little side window, 

couldn't go inside, you could take it to go, so those are the kind of things that you really 

missed out on because these days in high school you go to these fast food restaurants you 

sit around and do those, and we couldn't do a lot of those things. So as a result there were 

a lot of parties in homes, in private homes 

 

AQH: Were the parents home when you had parties? 

 

RH: Yes they were definitely home, and there were a few clubs. I can’t think of one in 

High Point, but there was one in Greensboro, but you couldn't go to any of the other 

clubs.  A lot of those things, social activities, in the end you just couldn’t do. Movies, 

clubs, restaurants, you couldn’t attend those things. So those are a few of the things a 

fellow missed out on as a teenager.  



 

AQH: Did you feel like William Penn had a big effect on politics in High Point, and did 

they have their own groups within the school? 

 

RH: think they definitely did because of the marches. They were organized through the 

church and the school. And our teachers they were proactive with a lot of things, of 

course they were strict, they were straight forward, but they were good. I think they 

definitely did. When I look back on it, I think it’s amazing how much the school did for 

the community, you don't see it then when you’re growing up and you don't see it later in 

life and that’s why having the opportunity to move back here after all of my training and 

just to see those kinds of things and look back on it, it’s unbelievable how much of an 

influence, how much of an effect the school had on the community.  Because there are 

efforts to try to close down William Penn completely, to get rid of the building of those 

kinds of things to get rid of the name because they wanted to make ... there were a lot of 

efforts like that were going on in High Point when you look back at those things, those 

are some of the not very good memories because for a school that did so much for so 

many people. I mean it’s something you should keep and see.  And other cities have been 

very effective in maintaining that. Winston Salem was a city that had four black high 

schools, one was a county school which was Carver and then they had Atkins which was 

a high school and all those schools all the schools are viable today, two of the high 

schools became junior high schools but they were viable in the community and getting 

things done. And William Penn was the only school, the only link we have to High Point, 

and there was some move to try and get rid of that so it’s good that it’s nearby. There is a 

lot of history I look back at, some of the old yearbooks, I look back and I see things that I 

didn't even think about like clubs and things. “Cause I still have all the yearbooks too.  

 

AQH: How do you feel about being a part of that when you look around and see all the 

changes? 

 

RH: I feel good about it. I wish... they did more, but I feel good about the changes and 

the things that have happened, that there were people in High Point that made sure those 

things happened  

 

AQH: Who were the most powerful members in your community? Did feel like they 

helped or hindered? 

 

RH: I think they helped. There was a minister, his name was Reverend Cox, Elton Cox, 

that really spearheaded the community by starting marches and doing things. He was very 

determined. Dr. Perry Little, the dentist I told you about that was on the school board, he 

was very instrumental here in High Point. There were members of the community like 

that that I think really worked hard towards trying to make things right  

 

AQH: I know you said there was not really a lot of violence, even with the civil rights? 

 

RH: No, because most of the civil rights issues were nonviolent. There were marches, 

there wasn’t a lot of violence. There was one time I remember a march that the police had 



to break up a, but there really wasn’t a lot of violence. And there may have been violence, 

some things going on in the community, robberies and things that we just were not aware 

of, but overall not like it is today. There was not an awful lot of violence during that time. 

Most of the violence you'd find were at what’s called, because you could not go out to 

clubs and such, you might not be aware of this, they were called drink houses, and what 

people would do, they would have these houses where they would serve drinks because 

blacks didn't have bars they could go to, you couldn't go to bar kind of a restaurant so 

they had what were called drink houses. So people had, and some of it was illegal 

whiskey, but they would have whiskey houses. Sometimes they would raid those and do 

those kind of things. So there were things like that that went on. Another thing people 

didn't realize you couldn’t go to any bars so it was called a drink house. So you see those 

people would get arrested for having drink houses.  

 

AQH: Did men and women, or boys and girls do a lot of activities together, or mostly the 

boys hung out? 

 

RH: Yeah, there were a lot of activities together. Different things because of the way 

things were sponsored by the YMCA and the school and et cetera. 

 

AQH: I know there was a park a lot of people have said was popular, did you go, 

Washington Terrace Park? 

 

RH:  I don't know if you know the history of Washington Terrace Park. Washington 

Terrace Park was a park that had a dance pavilion, it had a food center, it had a baseball 

field it had a swimming pool, it had tennis courts, and it was one of the few facilities, 

parks for blacks in the entire state of North Carolina. And when you read up on the 

history of Washington Terrace park, when I meet people today and I mention I am from 

High Point, from all over the state "Oh, I remember we used to go there for fourth of July 

party.” The churches from all over the state would converge on High Point, and it was 

one of the few parks that had all of those activities. There would be thousands of people 

on the 4th of July at Washington Terrace Park. So it was, we went to the park all the time.   

 

AQH: it sounds like a really awesome park 

 

RH: Yeah, it really was. I mean it had, you know the park is still there now, but it had, 

there was no other park in the state that had a swimming facility, baseball field, tennis 

courts, dance pavilion and food area for blacks. There was none other the state. There 

was a small one in Asheville, but nothing like Washington Terrace Park. So people would 

come from all over the state, from all the churches all over the state of North Carolina 

would converge on High Point on the fourth of July      and I think that’s what a lot of 

people remember.  As a matter of fact, I have some friends today that I met, that came to 

the park on the fourth of July with one of the churches, and that’s how I met them. Or 

even when I went away to college and I talked about being from High Point people will 

say, "You know my church went there for our Fourth of July picnic, Washington 

Terrance. Park" so it[s, a lot of people don't realize the influence and effect that park had 

on the black community. And today people my age, I’m in my sixties, remember those 



things.  You can run across people today and you mention High Point and they'll say 

Washington Terrace Park.  

 

AQH: Did you have a lot of contact, the students at your school, with students from other 

schools in High Point or the neighboring towns? 

 

RH: Not really in High Point, but some the neighboring towns. In Greensboro, some of 

the all black schools but not with the white schools because like I said it was segregated 

during that time. There was high school in Greensboro called Dudley, we had a lot of 

communication back and forth with that high school. There was a black high school in 

Thomasville, there was one in Lexington, and the ones in Winston-Salem, we all had a lot 

of contact with them. Because when sports were played in high school you could only 

play the black high schools, so in order to fill the football schedule or the basketball 

schedule you had to play the teams from all over the state. For football season, for the 

conference we had to go to Asheville, Greensboro, Winston-Salem, Durham, we did not 

go to Raleigh, because that was a different part of the state, and especially the one in 

Asheville, Gastonia, and Charlotte, those were the main cities. So we had to go to all of 

those cities in order to complete basketball or football schedule because the schools were 

segregated. So you did have contact because of the sports.  You had contact with all of 

those schools. So in a way that was helpful, you got to know what’s going on in the other 

school systems because you constantly play them every year in basketball, football, and 

track.  And that’s how we made a lot of our friends from all over, just like in Washington 

Terrace Park. 

 

AQH: in addition to the fundraisers and the park, did you have a lot of other fairs or 

festivals in the community? 

 

RH: We did have, we used to always have the fair. There was a fairground which was 

right outside of the city in a little area called Florence. That was every year we would 

have a fair. They have the Dixie Classic fair in Winston Salem. Well, they used to have 

one in High Point. It was called Welch’s Fairground in High Point, off Penny Road in 

High Point, and we’d have a fair every year, there were festivals like that going on.  I'm 

trying to think, because I feel like there were other festivals downtown, one or two that 

we could attend, but we could, everyone go to the fair it wasn't segregated or anything so 

we went to the fair every year. As a matter of fact until we left William Penn we would 

get out of school one day every year at two o clock so we could go to the fair. We got 

free admission or fifty cents or something like that to go to the fair. So that was a big 

thing for the schools, they would let you out early just to get to the fair.   

 

AQH:  When you went on trips did you take a school bus?  

 

RH: Yes, we would take a school bus, and when the band went on trips we actually 

chartered a bus. We had a little school bus, we had a couple of activity buses, but during 

that time they weren't all activity buses. We had to take regular buses to take trips.  

 

AQH: Did you have favorite band or singer that was local? 



 

RH: Other than our marching band, I mean that was the favorite for a lot of people. And 

the band, the most popular band would always bring up Santa Claus, so the William Penn 

band would always bring up Santa Claus in the Christmas parades  

 

AQH: Is there anything you think I missed or that you would like to add? 

 

RH: Not that I can think of, not right now. It’s just, the other thing associated with the 

school, the support of the school, I did mention the parents and et cetera, but the black 

business community was very supportive of the school. The Washington Street area, the 

Washington Street district there were a lot of businesses, barber shops, medical offices, 

dental offices and insurance companies, gas station, the black gas station-- the businesses 

along Washington Street were very supportive of the school, and helped out an awful lot. 

Other than that, we don't want to leave out the black businesses because they were very 

very helpful. We had a black library, because we couldn't go to the other library. That 

was another thing right on 4th St there was a library there on the corner , I don't know if it 

is still there now on the corner of 4th and Washington Streets, and right next to that was 

the YMCA which was called the Carl Chavis YMCA because that was the only YMCA 

that blacks could go to, because blacks couldn’t go to the other YMCA or YWCAs and 

we could not go to the other library. So we had the all-black library on 4th street and the 

all- black YMCA and the other businesses which were very supportive of, even the 

barber shop, were very supportive of the school. So I think that’s very important, and I 

think a lot of people forgot about, because a lot of those black businesses are gone. But 

they were very supportive, you know they would help with fundraisers and supply money 

for the schools like I mentioned my dad and his business always did things. That’s the 

only other thing I could think of was the business community, they did a lot to help out. 

 

AQH: How did you feel about integration, as someone that was not in high school any 

more, as someone who was watching in regards to closing the high school down? 

 

RH: The way it was done was very distasteful for me, because they didn't do it like 

Winston Salem. What Winston Salem and Greensboro decided to do is that we need to 

maintain these high schools, the all black high school in Greensboro was Dudley, and 

Dudley remained a high school, they integrated just like the rest of the schools. In 

Winston-Salem, the all black county school was Carver, which they maintained, the all-

black city school was Atkins, and what they did with the other two they maintained the 

schools and made them junior high schools. Well in High Point, they built the new school 

and closed William Penn, they built Andrews and closed William Penn, so that was not 

very good. There were a number of cities were they did things like that which I think that 

William Penn could have stayed around but High Point decided not to do it. So that was 

something I thought was very distasteful when you look back on it. And if you look at 

some of the more progressive cities that didn't happen. Charlotte, the school was West 

Charlotte, which is still a high school that was an all-black high school  

 

AQH: So did they end up with just two empty schools and one new school? 

 



RH: Yeah, they closed William Penn and that’s why. It was just abandoned, and that’s 

why a lot of people fought to make it what it is today or to reopen the school. And then 

when they did use the building they wanted to change the name, so that doesn't speak 

very well for High Point, not at all, because it’s just the school was such a significant part 

of the black community, so what you were doing was getting rid of a piece of the history 

and heritage of the black community. So that was not very tasteful, and I graduated from 

William Penn in 1967 and they closed William Penn in 1968, and that’s when they built 

Andrews. So I had issues with that. At the time, you don't really think a lot about it 

because that’s was what was going on at this time, but the fact that there were other 

things that could have been done to maintain that. So that is sort of a sore point and to 

this day the black schools in Winston Salem have this huge reunion all of them every 

year but the schools are still there.   

 

AQH: Do you keep in contact with a lot of students that you went school with?  

 

RH: Yes my class we have a reunion, the class of 1967, we have class meetings, which is 

nice. 

 

AQH: I know I spoke to one woman she said she still meets with some of the students, I 

think it’s in Washington or Massachusetts, once a month. 

 

RH: Well there’s something called the Pointers Club, and William Penn has a reunion, 

all the William  Penn students, every single year, and I’m trying to think- maybe it was, 

no this past year it was here in High Point. The year before it was in Washington DC, 

right outside in Arlington, Virginia. ‘Cause there’s a big Pointers Club, which is the old 

William Penn students, all my brothers and sisters, my oldest sister lives in Atlanta, the 

other sister lives in the Washington area, attends the reunion every year. But that’s for all 

of the classes. Our class, the Class of ’67, we also every five years we do a reunion, and 

we meet and we do things here.  

 

AQH: Do you have any William Penn memorabilia? 

 

RH: Oh yes, I have a letter sweater, cards, yearbooks. 

 

AQH: If you ever want to share them with us, send us a picture of them. 

 

RH: Oh yes, I’ll do that.  

 

AQH: Thank you so much for allowing me to interview you today it was a pleasure 

meeting you  

 

RH: It was a pleasure meeting you too, and thank you.  

 

 


